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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SCRIPTURE MEDITATION: Psalm 42:1-2, 11
As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts
for God, for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God? ... Why are
you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I
shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.

SILENT PRAYER

GOD CALLS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
t  SALUTATION

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you! Ruth 2:4
And also with you!

t CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 95:1-7

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of
our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make
a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! For the LORD is a great God, and
a great King above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the
heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his
hands formed the dry land. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us
kneel before the LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people
of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

+*  HYMN OF PRAISE, NO. 598: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
1 PRAYER OF ADORATION

t Congregation stands, if able | * Seating for latecomers at this time | All Scripture readings are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®). ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Assistive listening devices are available for use during worship services. Please inquire at the sound
booth.
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GOD CLEANSES US OF OUR SINS

CALL TO CONFESSION: 1 Peter 1:13-16

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,
but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

CORPORATE CONFESSION:  (kneel as able)

Eternal God,

in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden
from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our
hearts: Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud
thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble hearts we may
draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and
finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.

[Silent prayer of personal confession] Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
THE PEACE
GLORIA PATRI (with hands lifted)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning,

Is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE, NO. 580: “Lead On, O King Eternal”



GOD CONSECRATES US By HIS WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 63:1-8 (sermon text)
The grass withers, the flower fades,
But the Word of our God will stand forever! Isaiah 40:8
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Hebrews 4:1-13
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God!

1 PSALM 63, NO. 663: “O God Eternal, You Are My God!”

1 GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:25-30
This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Praise be to you, O Christ!

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD

The Pilgrimage to Delight

NOTES:
1. Desire (vv. 1-2)

2. Determination (vv. 3-4)

3. Delight (vv. 5-8)



t  CONFESSION OF FAITH: Heidelberg Catechism
Lord’s Day 1
Q&A1

Q. What is your only comfort
in life and in death?

A. That I am not my own,?
but belong—
body and soul,
in life and in death—?2
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.?

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,*
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil.’

He also watches over me in such a way®

that not a hair can fall from my head

without the will of my Father in heaven;’

in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.®

Because I belong to him,

Christ, by his Holy Spirit,

assures me of eternal life®

and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready
from now on to live for him.!°

11 Cor. 6:19-20 6 John 6:39-40; 10:27-30; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:5
2 Rom. 14:7-9 7 Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18

31 Cor. 3:23; Titus 2:14 8 Rom. 8:28

41 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:2 9 Rom. 8:15-16; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14
5 John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14-15; 1 John 3:1-11 10 Rom. 8:1-17

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

OFFERTORY
T DOXOLOGY (with hands lifted)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor.%206:19-20&version=nrsv
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GOD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE

SURSUM CORDA
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and good, and a joyful thing, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore with angels and arch angels and
with all the company of heaven we praise and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising you and singing ...
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
EUCHARISTIC MEDITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Distribution of the Bread and Communion in the Body of Christ
Communion Meditation Silence
Distribution of the Cup and Communion in the Blood of Christ
Communion Song: NO. 427 “Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands” (printed on page 9)

PRAYER OF BLESSING

GOD COMMISSIONS US TO GO INTO THE WORLD

HYMN OF PRAISE, NO. 616: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
BENEDICTION: Numbers 6:24-26

The LORD bless you and keep you;

The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen.
THREE-FOLD AMEN
POSTLUDE



Introduction to the Heidelberg Catechism

The Heidelberg Catechism (1563) was composed in the city of Heidelberg, Germany,
at the request of Elector Frederick III, who ruled the province of the Palatinate from
1559 to 1576.

The new catechism was intended as a tool for teaching young people, a guide for
preaching in the provincial churches, and a form of confessional unity among the
several Protestant factions in the Palatinate. An old tradition credits Zacharias
Ursinus and Caspar Olevianus with being the coauthors of the catechism, but the
project was actually the work of a team of ministers and university theologians under
the watchful eye of Frederick himself. Ursinus probably served as the primary writer

on the team, and Olevianus had a lesser role.

The catechism was approved by a synod in Heidelberg in January 1563. A second and
third German edition, each with small additions, as well as a Latin translation were
published the same year in Heidelberg. The third edition was included in the
Palatinate Church Order of November 15, 1563, at which time the catechism was
divided into fifty-two sections or Lord's Days, so that one Lord's Day could be

explained in an afternoon worship service each Sunday of the year.

The Synod of Dort approved the Heidelberg Catechism in 1619, and it soon became
the most ecumenical of the Reformed catechisms and confessions. It has been
translated into many European, Asian, and African languages and is still the most

widely used and warmly praised catechism of the Reformation period.

Most of the footnoted biblical references in this translation of the catechism were
included in the early German and Latin editions, but the precise selection was
approved by Synod 1975 of the Christian Reformed Church.



Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands

Jesus came and stood among them and said ..., "Put your finger here: see my hands.”
John 20:26, 27
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