COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

AT HOME LITURGY
March 29, 2020

This liturgy is set up to be led by the head of household in a family. Saints
who worship alone are still encouraged to read aloud as directed. All

directions are underlined.

Preparation for Worship

Read and reflect on the following Scripture passage, praying for the Lord to bless

your time of worship:
Scripture for Meditation Romans 8:38-39

For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

God Calls Us Into His Presence
Read the following passage aloud together:
Call to Worship Psalm 95:1-3
Oh, sing to the LORD a new song!
Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, bless His name;

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
Declare His glory among the nations,

His wonders among all peoples.

We Respond to God’s Call
Stand and sing the following hymn together:
Hymn of Praise, No. 2 O Worship the King




2 O Worship the King

All you have made will praise you, O Lorp; your saints will extol you. Ps. 145:10
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5. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
your mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!
6. O measureless Might! Ineffable Love!
While angels delight to hymn you above,
the humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall lisp to your praise.
Based on Psalm 104 LYONS 10.10.11.11
Robert Grant, 1833 Johann M-chul Har‘h. 1737-1806
Mod. Arr. in Wilham Gardiner's Meloches. 1815



Have leader pray the following prayer aloud, all responding with “Amen”:

Prayer of Adoration
Lord God, we come to honor You as our King all glorious! We gather
gratefully to sing of Your power and love, to tell of Your might, to sing of
Your grace, and to celebrate Your tender mercies that are firm to the end.
We bow before You, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! Receive
now our worship as we offer it to You in the name Your Son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and

ever. Amen.

God Cleanses Us of Our Sins

Be seated. Have leader read the verses before and after, with all praying aloud

together.
Call to Confession 1John 1:8

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us.

Confession of Sin (kneel, as able)

Leader: Let us confess our sins together.

All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. In Your mercy forgive what we have been, help us
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your

holy name. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stand.
Assurance of Pardon 1John 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



We Respond to God’s Declaration
All remain standing and sing together:
The Gloria Patri (with hands lifted)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen, amen.

Be seated.

God Consecrates Us By His Word

Have leader pray the following prayer aloud, all responding with “Amen”:

Prayer for Illumination

Lord, Your commandments are our delight. Your testimonies are
righteous forever. Give us understanding of Your Word that we might
live. This we ask, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Have one person read each of the Scripture passages:
Old Testament Lesson Psalm 46:1-11

God is our refuge and strength,

A very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear,

Even though the earth be removed,

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though its waters roar and be troubled,

Though the mountains shake with its swelling.

There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God,
The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High.

God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved;

God shall help her, just at the break of dawn.

The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved;

He uttered His voice, the earth melted.

The LORD of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge.



Come, behold the works of the LORD,

Who has made desolations in the earth.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two;
He burns the chariot in the fire.

Be still, and know that I am God,;

I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth!

The LORD of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord!
All: Thanks be to God!

New Testament Lesson  Revelation 21:1-4; 22:1-5

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city,
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying,
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have

passed away.”

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from
the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side
of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its
fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the

nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night there: They need no
lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign

forever and ever.



Reader: This is the Word of the Lord!
All: Thanks be to God!

Homily: Listen to the message posted on the homepage of the church

website: www.cpcjackson.org

We Respond to God’s Instruction

Have leader ask, “Christians, what do we believe?” Then, all respond by reciting the

creed together:
Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the living and the dead;



whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets;
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and we look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayer of the Church

Have leader read each section of prayer, all responding after “God of all

mercies,” with “Hear our prayer” and final “Amen.”

Blessed Lord, we thank You that You give sight to the blind, You open the ears of the
deaf, and You make the lame to walk. In the darkness of sin and death, we cry to You.
Continually open our ears to Your Word, our minds by Your Spirit, and our hearts by
Your grace, that we may know and be thankful for all the blessings You have given to
us in Christ, especially the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. Strengthen us in faith,
that we may serve You with all our body, mind, soul and strength.

God of all mercies, People: Hear our prayer.

We pray to You, O Lord, on behalf of Your Church and all Your people scattered and
isolated in the United States and throughout the world. Keep us safe from illness and
injury, and guide pastors, elders, and deacons as they serve Your people boldly in
chaotic times. Be with all of the churches that are currently exiled from their regular
meeting places, such as Covenant, and grant that this circumstance would be short-
lived.

God of all mercies, People: Hear our prayer.

We ask You, O Lord, to provide us with good and faithful civil servants who will
preserve the precious gift of liberty and protect the lives and property of our citizens.
Give them godly wisdom, and cause them to obey Your statutes, even in the midst of



this Coronavirus pandemic. Forbid evil men from using this as an opportunity to
persecute churches and private businesses, and we pray against government overreach
and abuse of power.

God of all mercies, People: Hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we confess that our nation is a nation deserving of your judgment. We
are a nation that has forsaken Your laws. We are a nation of thieves, murderers, and the
sexually immoral. We confess these sins to You, and we ask that on account of Jesus's
blood and for the sake of Your Church, You would be gracious to us. During this time,
draw the lost to Yourself. May they fear Your judgments and run to Jesus for refuge.

God of all mercies, People: Hear our prayer.

We do pray for all of those who are suffering from illnesses and injuries of various
sorts, including the coronavirus. Grant healing to those who are suffering, and may
they give glory to You during their trials. We pray for all members of Covenant — keep
us safe from the virus and sustain us until the day that You call us into eternal life.

God of all mercies, People: Hear our prayer.

Finally, Lord, we thank You for Your generous goodness to us, and that You take
pleasure in those who fear You, in those who hope in Your steadfast love. We thank
You for demonstrating Your love for us by saving us through Your Son, Jesus Christ

who, with You and the Holy Spirit, reign as one God forever and ever. Amen.

God Commissions Us to Go Into the World
Hymn of Commitment, No. 92 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Listen to tune here: https://www.hymnal.net/en/hymn/h/886




92 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Ps. 46:1
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fnlamas Marin Luther, 1529



Closing Prayer
Have all pray aloud together Psalm 67:1:

God be merciful to us and bless us,

And cause His face to shine upon us. Amen.



